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plant that requires temperatures of 50-61°F in order to gro~.~ The Hoodia plant is native to the 

Kalahari Desert region of Southern Af?ica, and is considered food by the San Tribe (or San), who 

call it Xhoba.3 

Botanical Basic Data of hoodia: Hoodia cactus, Hoodia Gordonii Botanical 
Source: Hoodia cactus, Hoodia Gordonii; Hoodia Gordinii cactus; 
Scientific Name: Hoodia gordonii Sweet, Opuntia dillenii (Ker Gawl.) Haw. 
Common Names: hoodia 
Synonym: Cactus dillenii, Opuntia stricta var. dillenii, Opuntia anahuacensis, 
Opuntia atrocapensis, Gpuntia melanosperma, Cpuntia nitens, Gpuntia zebrine 
Family: Asclepiadaceae 
Part Used: stem plant of Hoodia Gordonii cactus Family: Asclepiadaceae 
(Cactaceae) 
Recommended Temperature Zone: USDA: 10-l 1 
Frost Tolerance: Hardy to 28” F (-2’ C) Sun Exposure: Light shade, morning sun 
Origin: Southwestern Africa or other desert living circumstance. 
Growth Habits: Succulent, forming clumps of 12 inches tall, 12 inches wide (30 
by 30 cm) 
Propagation: Cuttings Hoodia Cactus is a succulent in the family Asclepiadaceae. 
It forms multi-stemmed clumps 4Scm (18 in) high and bears unpleasant-smelling, 
pale purple disc-shaped flowers 7.5-1Ocm (3-4 in) in diameter. . W . 

The Hoodia plant Hoodia is a genus in the Asclepiadaceae family. There are 
approximately 20 species in the genus. The unusual flowers are fiat and saucer- 
like in shape and red, purple to brown or mottled dark yellow in colour. Flowers 
form prolifically near the stem tips in summer. The short stems are many angled 
with white spikes appearing at short intervals on each angle. Stems are single or 
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1 Kraf%, Dina. Bushmen, drug giant battie over royalties. Toronto Star (Can&da), August 24, 
2002, p. A 18 (“Krafk”). 

2 The Hoodia Plant, Botanic-Art, p. 1 of 2, at www.botanic-art.cor&hoodia.fitm (“Botanic-Art”). 
Also, please see pictures of the Hoodia gordonii plant in Hoodia, Pseudolithos and Lak-yleachia 
lTrichocaulonj, Cactus and Succulent Society of Israel, Feb. 3,2004, at http:Nwww.cacti.co.iVhtm. 

3 Kraft. 


